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SUBJECT:ROC DESIRES PRESIDENTIAL REAEFIRMATION OE 
DIPLOMATIC AND SECURITY TIES 

1. IN CALL ON GLEYSTEEN, ROC EMBASSY DCM, CHEN TAI-CHU, 
SAID HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO EXPRESS HOPE THAT THE 
FORTHCOMING PRESIDENTIAL "STATE OF THE WORLD" MESSAGE 
WOULD PROCLAIM US INTENTION TO MAINTAIN DIPLOMATIC 
AND SECURITY TREATY TIES WITH THE ROC AND USE THE TERM 
REPUBLIC OP CHINA INSTEAD OF TAIWAN IN REFERRING TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT. HE CLAIMED THAT TAIWAN'S POPULATION, AND 
PARTICULARLY ITS BUSINESS COMMUNITY, WAS EXTREMELY 
SENSITIVE TO MAIOR US FOREIGN POLICY PRONOUNCEMENTS. 
TAIWAN WOULD BE HIGHLY UNSETTLED BY THE PRESIDENT'S 
FAILURE TO REAFFIRM EXISTING TIES AND COMMITMENTS TO THE 
ROC. CHEN PURTHER ASSERTED THAT A US BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC 
TIES WOULD SERIOUSLY THREATEN TAIWAN'S STABILITY AND 
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PROSPERITY. THE ROC WAS UNLIKELY TO SURVIVE SUCH A STEP. 
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2. GLEYSTEEN REPLIED THAT NO DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN ON 
THE TIMING OR EORM OE THE STATE OE THE WORLD MESSAGE. 
MOST LIKELY IT WOULD BE A RELATIVELY SHORT PRESENTATION 
AND THUS BE DEVOID OE DETAILED COUNTRY BY COUNTRY TREAT- 
MENT. HE ASSUMED THAT ANY TREATMENT OE THE CHINA ISSUE 

WOULD BE ALONG THE LINES OE THE PRESIDENT'S PACIFIC 
DOCTRINE. HE WOULD BRING CHEN'S REMARKS TO THE ATTEN- 
TION OE THOSE RESPONSIBLE EOR THE STATE OF THE WORLD 
MESSAGE, BUT REALISTICALLY HE COULD OEEER NO ASSURANCE 
SATISFYING ROC DESIRES. 

3. AS FOR CHEN'S POINT ABOUT THE DIRE CONSEQUENCES OF 
A BREAK IN US/ROC DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, GLEYSTEEN 
NOTED PRESIDENT EORD'S REAFEIRMATION LAST MONTH OE OUR 
COMMITMENT TO COMPLETE THE NORMALIZATION PROCESS. 

WE DID NOT KNOW WHEN OR PRECISELY HOW THE PROCESS WOULD 
BE COMPLETED, BUT PEKING HAD MADE CLEAR THAT WE COULD 
NOT ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH THE PRC WHILE WE 
MAINTAINED THEM WITH TAIPEI. GLEYSTEEN CONCLUDED THAT 
WHILE WE UNDERSTOOD THE ROC'S CONCERN, THERE WAS A 
DANGER THAT PROPHECIES OE DOOM, BY ERODING CONFIDENCE 
IN THE ISLAND'S FUTURE, COULD BECOME SELF- 
FULFILLING. KISSINGER 
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